A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION

LESSON 54
OPENING REMARKS

*There appeared several news articles of interest at the time this
teaching was first presented

*One article was regarding a religious organization convention
designating this the "Year of the Laity"

*This lesson will go into some of that subject a bit later

*The other news article concerns the Roman Catholic church

*The Apostle Peter is widely considered the 15t Pope however Peter
was long dead when Catholicism came into being in 324 AD

*The Catholic religion makes the Virgin Mary the center of worship
instead of Jesus Christ

OPENING REMARKS cont.

*The worship of a woman as a "virgin mother" and her child as the
"false messiah" dates at least as far back as Nimrod and Babylon

*This news article states the Pope is dedicating the coming year to the
Virgin Mary

+All their prayers and religious events are to be centered on the
shrines of Mary during this year

*This will result in more than 800 million Catholics that will be
dedicated to the Virgin Mary this whole year

*This proclamation of a Marion year was first held in 1953-1954 and
was to celebrate the 100t anniversary of the proclamation of the
dogma of the immaculate conception

OPENING REMARKS cont.

*So it was only 100 years before 1953-1954 (1853-1854) that the
Catholic church proclaimed the dogma of the immaculate
conception

*A dogma is an absolute truth when used in this context



*This dogma teaches that Mary was born free of original sin, that she
conceived Jesus by way of divine intervention, and that she was
assumed bodily into heaven

*We need to remember that she needed to be in that upper room to
receive the Holy Ghost, the same as we do

FLOOR PLAN GRAPHIC

THE EIGHTH EMPIRE

Revelation 17:11

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of

the seven, and goeth into perdition.

*k*%k

« Antichrist's empire will already be in place as the 7t empire, when
Satan is cast out of heaven to the earth and takes up his abode in
the man Antichrist, then it will become the 8t world empire

*Antichrist's empire will be of the same territory as that of the old
Roman empire

«It will be new and it will be counted as the 7% world empire

THE TEN KINGS

Revelation 17:12-14

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with
the beast.

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto
the beast.

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with
him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

*k%k

*This is the same beast that we saw rise out of the sea in Revelation
13

THE TEN KINGS cont.
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*The beast represents Satan's control of the kingdoms of the earth, his
power

*The 10 horns represent the world empire of the last days

*The ten kings "have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power
as kings one hour with the beast"

*This suggests how the last kingdom is to be formed — by a union of
10 nations

*The beast himself will set his own kings over these nations, but only
for "one hour"

*Their reign will be short as "one hour" indicates a brief time,
probably a few months to a few years

ONE MIND

*The one mind in verse 13 is that of Satan and his minions

*In yielding their power to one man they are following the plan of
Satan

*Both Daniel and Revelation indicate that there will be more than one
head to this last empire

*First there will be the man who brings the empire into existence

*This is to be the 7t of the world empires which are represented by
the 7 heads of the beast

*When Antichrist is revealed as the incarnation of Satan, he will take
over this empire, set up his own kings over the nations, and so
become the 8t but really only a continuation of the 7th

WAR WITH THE LAMB

*These nations have one policy which is dictated by the beast

* At the coming of Jesus they will be lined up against Him

*This "war with the Lamb" is known as the battle of Armageddon and
is described in the 19t chapter

*This is the part of Revelation that deals with the destruction of those
things that cannot be redeemed

*We have learned in previous lessons about God's plan of
redemption: redeeming mankind back to their original state of
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holiness and closeness with God

*These items are addressed systematically, and in each case their end
is mentioned

THINGS THAT CANNOT BE REDEEMED
1.The woman Jezebel is the main subject and her end comes in the
next chapter, chapter 18

2.Satan will ascend out of the bottomless pit where he will be cast at
the beginning of the Millennium and will then go into perdition

3.The 7t world empire will continue but a short time when Antichrist
will take it over and Antichrist will also go into perdition

4.The 10 kingdoms will make war with the Lamb and the Lamb wiill
overcome them and those countries will be no more

5.The False Prophet will also go into perdition

THINGS THAT CANNOT BE REDEEMED cont.

*God has spent much time and effort trying to redeem things lost
back to Him

*God's mercy reaches far beyond our comprehension

*We find in the Word of God that by no means can He redeem back
to Himself many things that Satan has taken over or corrupted

*As we look at our own lives we can see His mercy, His kindness, His
patience in dealing with us

*He gives us the power, the perfect Word, He blesses us, He supplies
our every need as long as we are following Him in humbleness and
obedience

*Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things
shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33)

FIRST THINGS FIRST

*There are many obstacles and excuses why God is not first in our
lives

*There is no other way: God has to be first in your life

*We cannot separate our natural life from our spiritual life as they are
one and the same
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*Qur spiritual walk must rule the natural aspects of our life
*We must treat each other as God treats us

*The last portion of verse 14 is something we have studied before: it
is a clear-cut definition of what a Christian is really all about

THE CALLED, CHOSEN AND FAITHFUL

*Somewhere in everyone's life God will put a call in that life

*He says "Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you..." (John
15:16)

*"For many are called, but few are chosen." (Matthew 22:14)

*"So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but
few chosen." (Matthew 20:16)

*Not many are faithful all the way through life

THE FALL OF BABYLON

Revelation 17:15-18

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat
her flesh, and burn her with fire.

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, and
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be
fulfilled.

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which
reigneth over the kings of the earth.

THE FALL OF BABYLON cont.

*It is no wonder that the Catholics do not want their people to read
the Word of God or to know it

*No one knowing this Word of God, and believing it, could be a
Roman Catholic

*Verse 17 states "...until the words of God be fulfilled."

*It is God who is in control, it is God who is over all, it is God who
raises up, and it is God who sets down
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*This messenger is announcing the subject of this chapter 17 — the fall
of Babylon

*The Old Testament prophets likewise were interested in the fall of
Babylon, it is the same city in each case

*It is the city set upon 7 hills — Rome, Italy

THE FALL OF BABYLON cont.

*The religion of Catholicism is the only one in the world that America
has sent an ambassador to which is the Vatican

+Since this is the year of the laity, let's look at the Scripture concerning
the Laodicean church age

*For an in-depth study into the Laodicean church age please see
Lesson 14 of this Bible study

*QOur current time is partially in the Philadelphia church age and
overlapping into the Laodicean church age

THE LAODICEAN CHURCH AGE

Revelation 3:14-17

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These
things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of
the creation of God.

15 | know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will
spew thee out of my mouth.

17 Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

THE LAODICEAN CHURCH AGE cont.

Revelation 3:18-22

18 | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
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19 As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repent.

20 Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.

21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne.

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.

CLOSING REMARKS

*The Laodicean is the 7t and last church age

*This church age is becoming prevalent in our times

*We need to study this as we are living it

*God does not look at religious denominations or organized religions:
He looks at the individual



